
St. Clement’s Episcopal Church
Rally Day  The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist  September 7, 2008
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Bagpipe Procession  James McElroy, piper

Opening Hymn 671 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound  New Britain

 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that  we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ  saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great  commandment. And the 
second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Gloria in excelsis Deo, S-280 Robert Powell

The Collect of the Day

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant us, O Lord, we pray thee, to trust in thee with all our heart; 
seeing that, as thou dost alway resist the proud who confide in their own strength, 
so thou dost not forsake those who make their boast of thy mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading:  Exodus 12:1-14   

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
Tell the whole congregation of Israel that  on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it 
shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to 
the number of people who eat of it. 
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Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it  from the sheep or 
from the goats. You shall keep it  until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole 
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it  at twilight. They shall take some of the 
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 
They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat  any of it raw or boiled in water, but  roasted 
over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it  remain until the 
morning; anything that  remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat 
it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt  I will execute 
judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it  as a perpetual 
ordinance.

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 149   

 1 Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song; 
   sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
 2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; 
   let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
 3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; 
   let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
  4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people 
   and adorns the poor with victory. 
 5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; 
   let them be joyful on their beds. 
 6 Let the praises of God be in their throat 
   and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
 7 To wreak vengeance on the nations 
   and punishment on the peoples; 
 8 To bind their kings in chains 
   and their nobles with links of iron; 
 9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; 
   this is glory for all his faithful people. Hallelujah! 
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Second Reading:  Romans 13:8-14  
Owe no one anything, except  to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not  covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Besides this, you know what  time it is, how it is now the moment  for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let  us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; let  us live honorably as in the day, not  in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not  in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put  on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn 490  I want to walk as a child of the light Houston

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20  

 Gospeller The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
 People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point  out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that  one. 
But  if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen 
to them, tell it  to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let  such 
a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

 Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
 People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon  The Rev. Bruce D. O’Neill

The Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
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God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;
who spake by the prophets.
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People    BCP p. 328

Confession of Sin 
 Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 maker of all things, judge of all men:
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
 We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us;
 the burden of them is intolerable.
 Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past;
 and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life,
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution and Comfortable Words  BCP p. 332

The Peace    

 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 

4



Birthday Prayer
 Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase;
 bless and guide them wherever they may be,
 keeping them unspotted from the world.
 Strengthen them when they stand;
 comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall;
 and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding
 abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Anniversary Prayer
 O God, who hast so consecrated the state of Matrimony that in it is represented 
 the spiritual marriage and unity between Christ and his Church;
 look mercifully upon these thy servants,
 that they may love, honour, and cherish each other,
 and so live together in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness,
 that their home may be a haven of blessing and of peace;
 through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
 who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit ever,
 one God, world without end. Amen.

Announcements

Offertory Anthem  Praise His Holy Name   Keith Hampton
Youth & Adult Choirs

Wendell Brooks, conductor
Megan Healy, bass guitar
Jack Morris, tambourine

  Sing till the power of the Lord come down. 
  Shout Hallelujah! Praise his holy name!
 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me;
 I once was lost but now I’m found was blind but now I see.
  Jesus, Jesus, how I love thee! 
  Shout Hallelujah! Praise his holy name!
 Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all the world go free?
 No, there’s a cross for everyone and there’s a cross for me

resentation Hymn 280, verse 3 Old Hundredth

The Great Thanksgiving  BCP p. 340
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
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 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
 People We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People It is meet and right so to do. 

Celebrant

It  is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that  we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.
Who by water and the Holy Spirit hast  made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
show forth thy glory in all the world.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus, S-129   Robert Powell

 Celebrant All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create...
  By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost
  all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.
 People AMEN.
 Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer  People and Celebrant

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei, S-163   Robert Powell

Prayer of Humble Access  Celebrant and People

 We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,
 trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.
 We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.
 But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy.
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 Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
 and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

 Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.

At St. Clement's all who seek Christ are invited to receive communion. Please come forward 
when the ushers guide you and fill in at the first available place at the altar rail, either 
kneeling or standing. 

The bread is received in the open palm. The wine may be taken from the common cup by 
drinking (placing your hand gently on the base of the chalice to guide it) or by dipping the 
wafer of bread into the cup.

Communion Hymn 335  I Am the Bread of Life I Am the Bread of Life

Postcommunion Prayer   People and Celebrant

 Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee,
 for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries,
 with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
 of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
 and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us;
 and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,
 the blessed company of all faithful people;
 and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.
 And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,
 so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
 and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn 423 Immortal, invisible, God only wise  St. Denio

Bagpipe Recessional

Dismissal
 People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude  Romanesca, cinque variazioni  Antonio Valente
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